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— invite prospective students for the 2010 VSA London and 
Newport Summer Schools to the Sumner School Museum and 
Archives for a reception with illustrated talks and information. 

 
 
 
When:   Tuesday, January 26, 2010 7:00 pm 
 
Where:   Sumner School Museum and Archives, 1201 17th St. NW 

Washington D.C.  
 
Invited Speakers: Marissa Hershon, alumna of the 2008 Newport and the 2009 London 

Summer Schools, and  
Edward Heimiller , alumnus of the 2009 Newport Summer School. 

 

Prospective VSA Summer School applicants, including those from nearby academic institutions, 
and VSA Summer School alumni are invited.   There is no charge for the event.  Please register 
for the reception by contacting: Darrell Lemke;   301-530-4685;   lemketrautman@rcn.com 
 

About the VSA Summer Schools 
The Victorian Society in America sponsors Summer School programs in Newport, Rhode Island 
and London, England. These programs provide in-depth study of the multi-faceted architecture 
and culture of the nineteenth century. The courses include lectures by leading experts, site visits, 
and guided tours.  Financial assistance may be available from the VSA and/or the Washington 
Chapter for qualified applicants.  In 2009 our chapter provided partial scholarships for our 
speakers. They have kindly agreed to share their experiences with us. 
 
The 2010 Summer Schools are: 
 
The 30th Annual American Summer School, Newport       —       June 4 - 13, 2010 
Cost:  $2,300 (This does not cover transportation to/from the school.) 
 
The 36th Annual London Summer School, London            —       July 10 - 25, 2010 
Cost:  $4,300 (This does not cover transportation to/from the school, but the London Summer 
School cost does include breakfasts and dinners.)
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About our venue 
The event will be held at the Sumner School Museum and 
Archives, designed by Adolf Cluss in 1872.  It has served in the 
education of Black citizens of the District of Columbia for over 
100 years.  It is beautifully restored and now houses a museum, 
conference and meeting rooms, and an archive for the D.C. 
public schools.  In 1987 the Sumner School and Museum was a 
recipient of a Victorian Society in America Citation for 
Excellence in building restoration. 

               
About the Speakers 
Marissa Hershon is originally from Charleston, South Carolina, and received a 
bachelor of arts in Art History (cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa) from Tulane University 
in New Orleans, Louisiana.  She has previously worked at the National Museum of 
Women in the Arts and is currently a graduate student in the Masters Program in 
the History of Decorative Arts at The Smithsonian Associates and Corcoran 
College of Art + Design.  Attending the VSA Newport Summer School led her to 
write her thesis on an Egyptian revival reception room at the country house, Cedar 
Hill (1872-1877) in Warwick, Rhode Island.  She is also a docent at the 
Smithsonian American Art Museum and recently became a Board Member of the 
Washington Metropolitan Chapter of the VSA. 

Edward Heimiller is originally from Baltimore County, Maryland. He received his 
bachelor of arts in Art History and Art Conservation (concentration in collection 
care) from the University of Delaware in Newark, Delaware. Edward previously 
interned at Mount Clare Museum House, run by the Colonial Dames of Maryland, 
and in the painting conservation lab at Winterthur under painting conservator, 
Joyce Hill Stoner. He is currently a graduate student in the Masters Program in the 
History of Decorative Arts at The Smithsonian Associates and Corcoran College of 
Art + Design and is interning at Evergreen House Museum in Baltimore run by 
Johns Hopkins University.  
 
Directions 
 
Sumner School Museum and Archives, 1201 17th Street NW is at the northeast corner of 17th & 
M Streets, NW.  It is across M Street from the National Geographic building.  On-street parking 
is available after 6:30 PM.  The nearest Metro Station is Farragut North on the Red Line. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ochre Court Staircase       Breakfast Room; Breakers  Gold Room; Marble House 
     


