
 

The Victorian Society in America Washington Metropolitan Chapter 
Invites you to an illustrated talk by Michael Maggioncalda 

on the history of  
St. Elizabeths Hospital and documenting its historical materials 

St. Elizabeths in Southeast Washington was 

established as the Government Hospital for the 

Insane in 1855 through the efforts of pioneering 

mental health reformer Dorothea Dix.  

Throughout its history the institution was a 

leader in the newest therapeutic treatments for 

the mentally ill.  This progressive thinking is 

reflected in the designs of its buildings and 

grounds.  Most of the 19
th
 Century buildings now 

lie abandoned on the west campus, which is 

owned by the U.S. Government.  Over the last 

two years the buildings have been stabilized as 

the Government studies how to reuse or 

redevelop the 182-acre west campus. 

The U.S. Coast Guard and possibly other parts of 

the Department of Homeland Security are being 

considered for the historic site. 

 

Michael Maggioncalda, Archivist of Zimmerman 

Associates Inc. in Fairfax, is working on a 

contract for the General Services Administration 

to locate and digitize materials related to St. 

Elizabeths Hospital.  This cataloging of 

architectural drawings, photographs, and objects 

will help planners and historians to understand 

the history of St. Elizabeths and assist them in their plans for the future. 

Michael will be discussing the history of St. Elizabeths and the work he did collecting and 

digitizing the historical materials. 

 

 When: Sunday , April  30 2006, 2:00 pm   

 Where: Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Library 

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Library is the District of Columbia’s central library.  It is 

located on G Street between 9
th

 and 10
th

 Streets, NW.  The talk will be held in Room A-5.  

Directions on the back. 

We hope that our new members will attend to get acquainted.  There is no charge and guests 

are welcome; light refreshments will be served, but to help our planning please call or email 

to register: 

 • Treasurer Darrell Lemke  301-530-4685   trautman.lemke@verizon.net  or 

 • Chapter President Victoria Buckley   703-527-2401   vfbuckley@aol.com  

 

 



 

Parking: Free parking underground is available in the library 

garage.  Entrance is from G Place which is one-way east with 

entrance from Tenth Street.  Tenth Street is one-way south 

from H Street.  There is an elevator, within the garage, to the A 

level and there will be a security guard on duty.   

Metro Rail: Gallery Place/Chinatown, Red, Green, and Yellow 

lines. 9th Street exit is directly across the street from the 

library.  Orange and Blue lines, Metro Center, one block away.   

Metro information: 202-637-7000 

 

 

The Fall/Winter 2005 issue of Washington History, 
a Publication of the Historical Society of 

Washington, D.C., features a photo essay on St. 

Elizabeths Hospital.  From that publication, this ca. 

1898 photo shows a hydrotherapy room, an 

experimental treatment of mental disorders.  The 

Fall/Winter issue also features articles on 

philanthropist William Wilson Corcoran and the 

founding of his Gallery. 

The Historical Society of Washington, D.C. 

continues operation of its Library in the old Carnegie 

Building on Mt. Vernon Square, Tuesday through 

Thursday from 10 am to 5 pm, 202-383-1850. 

 

 

VSA Washington Metropolitan Chapter News:   

May.  Celebrate Queen Victoria’s birthday.  Details to follow in April. 

June 25.  A walking tour of Victorian Georgetown.  Details will be provided later. 

September 29-October 1, 2006.  Capon Springs, West Virginia, 10
th

 anniversary of this event. 

 

Other happenings 

The Willard Hotel: “The Center of Washington” exhibition within “American Treasures” at the Library 

of Congress, May through October.  Website: www.loc.gov. 

Cézanne in Provence, marking the centenary of the death of Paul Cézanne, through May 7, 2006, at the 

National Gallery of Art, 202-737-4215,. 

Degas, Sickert & Toulouse-Lautrec: London and Paris, 1870-1910, through May 10, 2006, at The 

Phillips Collection, 202-387-2151. 

Jewish Washington: Scrapbook of An American Community, extended through July 4, 2006. At the 

National Building Museum 202-272-2448.  People, places , and events that shaped the history of the 

Washington area’s Jewish community from 1795 to the present.   

VSA in St. Louis.  The 40
th
 Annual Meeting of the Victorian Society in America will be held 

in St. Louis, May 17 to 22, 2006.  Details at the VSA website www.victoriansociety.org. 
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