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 English Country Dance Weekend 

When: October 3-5, 2008 
Where: Sokol Hall 

383 Michigan St., St. Paul, MN. 
 
An item of interest - Each year the Minnesota 
Country Dance Co-Op and Tapestry Folkdance 
Center host a weekend of contra, square and 
English Dancing. This year the dates will be 
October 3-5, with a Gala English Country Ball 
on Saturday evening, October 4th, at 8p.m. The 
venue is Sokol (CSPS) Hall, 383 Michigan St., 
St. Paul, MN.  The music is wonderful, the hall 
is spacious with a great dance floor, and of 
course, fancy dress costume is, as we say 
"admired, but not required". If you enjoyed the 
Playford Ball last March, you will enjoy this 
evening as well!  There is no fashion period or 
era, so anything from Regency to Renaissance 
to Edwardian will do! (It is an English dance 
and the sets are close spaced, you might find it a 
challenge in hoops, but it CAN be done!) So get 
out your fancy duds and join in the fun!  
  
The entrance fee can be paid in advance, or you 
may pay at the door on the day of the event. For 
information, please contact Mary Brown via e-

mail at mebbieb10@comcast.net, or by phone at 
612-719-8339 (calls will be returned in the 
evening). 
  
The steps and patterns of the dances are easy 
and taught quickly. If you can do a Virginia 
Reel or the Spanish Waltz, you will feel right at 
home. If your skills need a little sharpening, you 
might like to attend the workshops on Saturday 
morning and afternoon, or join the English 
Country Dancers on Sunday night at 7:00pm at 
TapestryFolkdanceCenter, 3748 Minnehaha 
Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN.  
�
 

 Autumn  Debutante Ball  
When: Saturday October 11th, 2008 
Where: Klub Haus 
 1079 Rice Street 

St. Paul, MN 
Cost:   $40 members  

$50 non-members 
�

You should have received an invitation in the 
mail, if you have not please email 

secretary@northstarvsa.com 
Please RSVP for the ball ASAP. 
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Check out our website 
http://www.northstarvsa.com/ 

 
Click on the above link to go  

directly to the website 
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requests the pleasure of your  
company at this year’s 
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The Gala by Vladimir Pervuninsky 

Picture courtesy of: 
http://www.amherstvictoriandance.org/history_i

tem.cfm?id=11897&catid=2628�
�
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Dear Northstar VSA Members,  
 

As you may know, our chapter has been 
struggling for a few years to stay alive. With the 
dedication of the board and several Northstar 
VSA members the last several years we have 
been able to have fantastic balls, and other fun 
events throughout the year. Unfortunately our 
membership is not thriving. The Board has 
taken time this past Spring and Summer to 
promote our organization so that we can get 
some new enthusiastic members to join our 
group. We hope that this has helped and that  we 
will see some new members at the Autumn 
Debutant Ball on October 10th, 2008.   The rest 
of this Newsletter will be devoted to photos of 
some of those events. Thank you to all who 
have helped.  

In the trying economic times, the 
Northstar VSA Board is attempting to keep our 
ball prices down and still have a fun and elegant 
affair. But one of the downsides of the economy 
is that many of the hard working board members 
are no longer able to devote as much time to our 
group as we have in the past.  
 

With that in mind, I am sad to say that 
the Northstar Newsletter is a casualty.  The 
people who have helped in the past with articles 
and other items, no longer have the time. Due to 
devoting more of my time on promoting our 
organization and other changes in my personal 
life I am unable to take the time to work on this 
newsletter.  Though this is the last Northstar 
VSA Newsletter, the Board will still keep 
everyone informed via email of all the events 
that are happening.  If anyone would like to 
volunteer to be the editor/writer of the 
newsletter, please email me at 
vicepresident@northstarvsa.com  
 
Thank you,  
Deborah Lundberg 
Vice President 
Northstar Chapter 
Victorian Society in America 
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The follow are the resources used for the 
January edition of the Northstar VSA 
Newsletter feature This Month in History 1888 
about drinking straws. 

·  The Soda Fountain Straw Jar by Jerry 
Hack www.allaboutglass.org 

·  Drinking Straws by Mary Bellis 
http://inventors.about.com/library/invent
ors/blstraws.htm 

·  Months of Edible Celebrations: Drinking 
Straw Day 
http://monthsofediblecelebrations.blogsp
ot.com/2008/01/drinking-straw-
invented.html 

·  The Straight Truth About the Flexible 
Drinking Straw by Chris Broda-Bahm 
http://invention.smithsonian.org/Resourc
es/online_articles_detail.aspx?id=301 

·  http://aardvarkstraws.com/history.php 
·  www.brainyhistory.com/events/1888/ja

nuary_3_1888_62474.html 
·  www.tecsoc.org/pubs/history/2003/jan3.

htm 
·  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drinking_st

raw 
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