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The Newsletter of the Northern NJ Chapter  
of 

The Victorian Society in America 
 

Monday, February 18th, 2008 – 8 p.m. 
Montclair Women’s Club, 82 Union Street, Montclair 

Refreshments Served 
Members Free – Guest Fee $10 – Annual Membership $25 

 

EEEElizabeth & lizabeth & lizabeth & lizabeth & RRRRobert:obert:obert:obert:    
The Love of the BrowningsThe Love of the BrowningsThe Love of the BrowningsThe Love of the Brownings    

An Entertainment Created and PerformedAn Entertainment Created and PerformedAn Entertainment Created and PerformedAn Entertainment Created and Performed    
by Elizabeth B. Jefferson & Robert L. Petrusby Elizabeth B. Jefferson & Robert L. Petrusby Elizabeth B. Jefferson & Robert L. Petrusby Elizabeth B. Jefferson & Robert L. Petrus    

    
 But love me for love’s sake, that evermore 
 Thou may’st love on, through love’s eternity. 
  Elizabeth Barrett BroElizabeth Barrett BroElizabeth Barrett BroElizabeth Barrett Browningwningwningwning 
 
       So fall asleep love, loved by me . . . 
       For I know love, I am loved by thee. 
        Robert BrowningRobert BrowningRobert BrowningRobert Browning 
 
Elizabeth Jefferson & Robert Petrus present this “entertainment” which shows admiration for the 
works and lives of the Victorian poets Elizabeth Barrett Browning and her husband Robert 
Browning.  Liz and Bob will read several of each of the Brownings’ poems, as well as selections from 
the poet couple’s beautiful love letters to each other.   
 

“Elizabeth & Robert” has been presented not only in a number of New Jersey venues 
but also in other places like Upstate New York and 

 San Diego, California, a fundraiser for Habitat for Humanity’s Katrina Fund. 

    
For more information, questions, or IN CASE OF INCLEMENT WEATHER, please 

contact Adriana O’Toole  973-744-8267 

 



 
From The President 

 
Greetings Members and Friends,  
 
A special thanks to those of you who braved the very cold temps to 
come hear Bob Chapman show us slides of the Mobile meeting in 
2007.  It brought pleasant memories to those of us who attended 
that meeting. 
 
Good news!   We have a Trips' Chair in Alice Gibson and she is 
full of ideas.  We are tentatively planning a trip for April 5th.  More 
information will be included in our March newsletter, as well as a 
sign-up form.   
 
See you at the February meeting.    
 

Catherine  
 
Perfect Ladies: The Arts of Dress, Beauty and Etiquette in the 

Victorian Age 
Thursday, February 21, 2008, 7 p.m., Morris Museum.org or 

973-921-3720/ Free 
 
In the 19th century many believed the role of women was to please, 
adorn and refine. Join the Assistant Curator for the Department of 
Costume and Textiles at the Philadelphia Museum of Art, for a slide-
lecture that examines the social context behind the evolution of 
Victorian fashions and looks at attempts to reform women’s dress 
and redefine their social position. Offered in conjunction with the 
exhibition Stepping Out in Style: Outerwear of the Last 150 Years 
exhibition, on view through March 3, 2008. 

 



 
 

MARCH SILENT AUCTION FUNDRAISER 

 
Set aside your unwanted “treasures”, “re-gifting” items, extra stuff, 
etc., and donate to our local version of “ebay” at the Chapter’s March 
meeting silent auction – March 17th.  You may find just the item 
you’ve been looking for, and all funds raised are donated to 
scholarships. 
 
 
The following exhibit and lectures will be presented at The Grolier 
Club, 47 East 60th Street, New York, NY 

For more information call the Grolier Club at (212) 838-6690. 
 

Feb. 21 – April 26, 2008 
Monday-Saturday, 10 AM – 5 PM. Open to the public free of charge.  

 
Facing the Late Victorians:  Portraits of Writers and Artists 

from the Mark Samuels Lasner Collection 
 

This exhibition examines noted Victorians through portraits, and provide the opportunity 
for visitors to come face to face with famous British poets, painters, novelists, 
playwrights and illustrators. 
  
It will take audiences back more than one hundred years to explore a phenomenon that 
will seem astonishingly modern and familiar. Like the world we know now, Britain at the 
end of the nineteenth century was a nation filled with images - whether circulating by 
means of posters, books, newspapers, magazines, advertisements, or hanging on the 
walls of art galleries and of private homes. What people most wanted to see then were 
images of celebrities. A visual industry arose in the late Victorian period to satisfy the 
demand for portraits in every medium, and to reproduce these on a mass scale. Pictures 
of monarchs, stage performers, and cultural celebrities - that is, writers and artists were 
in great demand.Figures such as Oscar Wilde, Robert Louis Stevenson, Aubrey 
Beardsley, J. M. Whistler, W. B. Yeats, “George Eliot,” and the feminist “New Women” 
writers were as famous for the way they looked and dressed as for anything they 
created. were in great demand 
 



On April 1, at 6 p.m., Margaret Stetz, the exhibit curator, and Mark Samuels Lasner will 
speak about the exhibition – a reception follows.  Call 212-838-6690, for more 
information or to make a reservation. 

    

    
SPRING LECTURE BY PETER TRIPPI 

J.W. Waterhouse and Theatre:  Painting with an Eye  
on the Stage 

 
Tuesday, April 22nd, 2008, 6 p.m. 

Reception to follow. 
 
The great Victorian painter J.W. Waterhouse R.A. (1849-1917) is known 
worldwide as a “late Pre-Raphaelite” because he discovered, and began 
revitalizing, the visual legacy of the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood.  However, the 
paintings he made after 1882, such as The Lady of Shalott (1888, Tate Britain), 
have never been interpreted as evidence of Waterhouse’s keen awareness of the 
golden age being enjoyed in the theatres of London and Paris at the same time.  
 
Fortunately, the playwright George Bernard Shaw was an astute art critic who 
commented on Waterhouse’s pictures during this period.  His fellow critic Harry 
Quilter thought that Waterhouse’s Mariamne (1887, private collection) offered “a 
Sarah Bernhardt conception of the scene, the tragedy of a star actress 
surrounded by lay figures.”  Such French allusions were insightful, because 
brooding divas were the stock-in-trade of such internationally renowned French 
Academicians as Laurens and Cabanel.   
 
Peter Trippi’s talk looks closely at this phenomenon, linking it to such renowned 
figures as Ellen Terry and Henry Irving, and also to Waterhouse’s mature 
masterpieces, such as Saint Cecilia of 1895 and Hylas and the Nymphs of 1896. 
 
PETER TRIPPI is president of Projects in 19th-Century Art, Inc., the firm he 
established in 2006 to pursue a range of research, writing, and curating 
opportunities.  He is also editor of the bimonthly magazine, Fine Art Connoisseur 
,and served for three years as director of New York’s Dahesh Museum of Art. 
 
This is the second in a series of lectures and programs being offered 
collaboratively by the William Morris Society in the United States, the American 
Friends of Arts and Crafts in Chipping Campden, The Stickley Museum at 
Craftsman Farms Foundation, and the Victorian Society in America. $12 reduced 



rate for members of the sponsoring organizations; $18 for others.  For ticket 
information, please call Laura Reilly at 908-766-1634. 

 
 

Noted and Notorious Women of the 19th Century 

Kathleen Hulser, Public Historian,  
Saturday, March 8, 2008 at 2pm – International Women’s Day 

 New York Historical Society, 170 Central Park West, 212-485-9275 
 
From the murdered "beautiful cigar girl," a descendant of the Puritan Mathers, 
whose tragic fate inspired an Edgar Allen Poe story, to contraceptive maker M. 
Restell who served a term on Blackwell's Island, fascinating and little-known 
women people the history of Lower Manhattan. Although the Victorian stress on 
19th century domesticity has filled our imaginations with dainty women in hoop 
skirts, the reality of feisty New York females often defies that stereotype. Make 
the acquaintance of fashionista Ellen Demorest, real estate speculator Susan 
King, publisher Mrs. Frank Leslie, "bridge builder" Emily Roebling, and America's 
first girl stunt reporter, Nellie Bly. 
 
Presented by Kathleen Hulser who has been public historian at the New-York 
Historical Society since 1999and whose media appearances include features on 
CBS, BBC, ABC, The History Channel, PBS, the Discovery Channel. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

NOTES! 
 

If you know of a historical event or meeting that might be of interest to the 
group, please let Laura Reilly know at 908-766-1634 or: lcr0709@aol.com, so 
this information can be published in future newsletters. 
 

� If your last name begins with O,P,Q, or R,  please bring refreshments to 
the January meeting.  Any questions, call Christina Mayer at 973-744-
5916. 

� For National Membership, contact The Victorian Society in America, 1634 

Sansom Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103, Tel 215-636-9872, Fax 215-

636-9873. 
� Bob Chapman, a member of our Chapter, is giving the following 

presentations on his recent trip to Sicily:  
* February 8th – 1:30pm, Women’s Club of Montclair 

     *February 24th, Montclair Heights Reformed Church, corner of Valley Road 
     and Mt. Hebron Road, 11:30am, lunch $8, presentation to follow; 
 *March 12th, 1:30pm, Woman’s Club of Upper Montclair,200 Cooper Ave. 
� The Philadelphia Chapter is sponsoring a talk -  LEARNING FROM 

VICTORIAN BED AND BREAKFASTS - on February 17 @ 2 pm at The First 
Unitarian Church of Philadelphia.  Cost is $10 – for more information call 
David Ewaniuk @ 215-538-1122.  The talk will include useful tips for 
homeowners on how to restore,manage and decorate your home for 
comfort and convenience.  Sucessful B&B homeowners will participate. 

� The Morris Museum presents “Stepping Out in Style: Outerwear from the 
Last 150 Years”, on view through March 3, 2008.  Call 973-971-3700. 

� The League of Historical Societies, of which we are a member, 
will hold its next meeting, hosted by the Long Beach Island 
Historical Society, in Beach Haven on March 8.  For more in- 
formation call Catherine at 973-762-6453 

� The National Victorian Society meeting will be May 7th to 11th , 2008, in 
Napa, California. 

� Next Board meeting will be at the home of Pat Sanders, on March 3rd at 
7:45pm.   

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

2007-2008 Membership Form* 
 
Name:________________________________________________________ 
Address:_______________________________________________________ 
Phone:________________________________________________________ 
  
Check one:  (  )  $25.00 Regular Membership 
                  (  )  $50.00 Patron Level Membership 
                  (  )  $100.00 Benefactor Level Membership 
 
Please make your check payable to the Northern NJ Chapter, Victorian 
Society in American ( VSA/NNJ ).  Mail to:  Laura Reilly, 16 Fairbanks Lane, 
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920-1539.  Email:lcr0709@aol.com. 

 
* This form is provided for new members – if you are currently a 
member, your renewal is not due until September, 2008. 

 

 

VSA/NNJ Chapter Board Members for 2007-2008 
 
 
President- Catherine Sullivan   973-762-6453       Publicity - Christina Mayer    973-744-5916 
Vice President – Elaine Flint     973-338-3537       Archives – Eileen Sutera        908-688-4356 
Secretary – Pat Sanders            973-746-1433     Circulation – John Simonelli  973-684-2239 
Treasurer – Kevin Cooney         973-744-5916    Programs – Adriana O’Toole  973-744-8267 
Hospitality – Christina Mayer   973-744-5916    Membership – Laura Reilly    908-766-1634 
Hospitality – Judyann Affronti  973-748-7290    Preservation – Elaine Flint    973-383-3537 

Newsletter – Laura Reilly     908-766-1634    Preservation–Adriana O’Toole 
Member at Large – Jane McNeil 732- 741-3735 

    

 
The Victorian Society in America, PO Box 717, 

Montclair, NJ 07042 
 

 


